
I D A H O  A I R  P A S S E N G E R  

As noted, there are many factors that determine, on a county-by-

county basis, Idaho's demand for commercial airline travel.  Analysis 

completed in this study shows that, on an annual basis, Idaho counties 

are generating an estimated 1,937,180 passenger originations.  Results 

from the study show most of these originating commercial airline 

passengers choose an Idaho airport for their commercial airline travel.  

A notable percentage, however, choose to drive to an airport in a 

neighboring state to begin their commercial airline trip.

The Air Passenger Demand Study shows that 22.6 percent of all Idaho 

generated passenger originations now leave the State to begin their 

commercial airline trip at a more distant competing airport in a 

neighboring state.  In most instances, passengers report that they make 

this decision based on lower fares and higher levels of airline service as 

measured by number of carrier choices, non-stop destinations served, 

and flight frequencies.  

Last year, an estimated 438,642 of Idaho's originating passengers chose 

to begin their airline travel from either Salt Lake City International, 

Spokane International, or Missoula International.  Over 96 percent of 

these originating passengers chose to fly from either Salt Lake or 

Spokane.  The Air Passenger Demand Study also determined that there 

are some passengers from neighboring states who drive to Idaho, 

primarily Boise Air Terminal, to begin their commercial airline travel.  

The study concluded that an estimated, 85,842 passenger originations 

are now attracted to Idaho commercial airports each year.      
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Total Idaho Generated Orginations 1,937,180
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* Does not include all demand from areas in Washington that are within these airport’s 60-minute drive time
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A I R P O R T  M A R K E T  A R E A S

Each existing commercial airport in Idaho and in nearby states was 

assigned a drive time market area.  For the smaller commercial airports, 

this drive time was 60 minutes, and for the larger airports this drive 

time was 120 minutes.  In addition to these drive time market areas, 

findings from the Air Passenger Demand Study were also used to 

identify each airport's actual market area.  Data from various study 

diagnostics efforts were used to identify each airport's current 

passenger attraction from each Idaho county.  The study also identified 

each airport's ability to attract passenger originations from nearby 

states, and it identified again, on a county-by-county basis, areas of the 

State where Idaho generated commercial passengers are served by a 

competing airport in a neighboring state.

The Air Passenger Demand Study confirmed that each Idaho 

commercial airport, with the exception of Boise Air Terminal, has more 

originating passenger demand in its 60-minute market area than it 

currently serves in terms of annual passenger enplanements.  Almost 

all study airports "lose"  passengers from their market area to larger 

airports, both within and beyond the State.  The study also concluded, 

however, that almost without exception, the study airports are drawing 

their passengers from market areas that exceed a 60 or 120-minute 

drive time.    
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